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What is claimed is: 
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l"r^ bearing pad assembly comprising: 

a first housing having an exterior surface and defining a bore extending at least 
part-way through said first housing; 

a first load bearing member coupled to said first housing, and defining an 
outwardly facing first abutment surface; 

a second housing pefining a bore of a shape similar to said exterior surface of 
said first housing and adapted to slideably receive said first housing therein; 

a second load bearing member coupled to said second housing and defining 
an outwardly facing second abutment surface opposite to said first abutment 
surface; and 

biasing means^ for urging said first and second load bearing members away 
from one another in response to a load being imposed upon at least one of said 
first and secona abutment surfaces. 




2. The assembly of claim 1 wherein the biasing means includes at least one 
compression spring positiojoed^within the bore of at least the first housing. 

3- The asseoibly of claim 2 wherein the compression spring deforms non- 
linearly in resopnse to said load imposed on at least one of therfirst and second 
abutment surfaces. 

4- The assembly of claim Swherein the compression spring is made of a 
substantially solid resilient mgr^al. 

fr 

5- Th6 assembly of claim 4 wherein said material is substantially an organic 
polymer/ 



6- The assembly of claim 5 wherein said organic polymer is substantially 
polyurethane. 




Ttee assembly of claim 4 wherein the solid resilient material is in the form of a 



toroidal rVig. 
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er comprising; 



The assembly of claim 4 fj. 
at least two sprino^r^d 

a plate posjjticffied between the springs, separating the springs from one 
another. 





comej:iS4ag'aneast one slip lining positioned 
and a bore wall defining said second 



'Si 



r.fl 



9. The assembly of cl 
between said first housi 
housing bore 



1 0- NQie assembly of claim p wherein the slip lining has a coefficient of static 
friction lesb<han that of the first housing. 

1 1 . The assemoly^f claim ^wherein the slip lining is attached to the first 
housing exterior surfaos 

The assembly of claim^wherein a second slip lining is attached to the second 
housing bore wall. 

/ 

1 3. The assembly of claim^wn^ein the slip lining is made substantially of an 
organic polymer. 

14- The assembly of claim 13 wherein the slip lining is made substantially of 
polypropylene. i 



A bearing pad assembly comprising: 
a first housing having a bor^ extending through said first housing; 
a first load bearing member coupled to said first housing and defining an 
abutment surface opposite to said first housing; 

a second housing having a bore extending through said second housing, 
adapted to telescopically receive said first housing; 

a second load beai/ng member coupled to said second housing and defining 
an abutment surface/opposite to said second housing; and 

at least one spring in the shape of a toroidal ring positioned within said first 
housing bore, for/urging said first and second abutment surfaces away from each 
other in response to a load imposed on at least one of said abutment surfaces. 
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